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Subject: Cuts to children's services 

 

Hon. Mary Polak, Minister for Children and Family Development 

Victoria, BC 

 

Dear Minister Polak, 

 

BC FamilyNet Society, a provincial organization which promotes effective and readily 

accessible supports and services for people with disabilities and their families, is deeply 

concerned about the short-sighted elimination of programs which provide invaluable long  

term benefits to children who face extraordinary challenges, their families, and society as a 

whole. 

 

Cutting funds for the Early Intensive Behaviour Intervention (EIBI) program for autistic 

children, and the Provincial Advisor Offices for the Infant Development Program (IDP), the 

Aboriginal Infant Development Program (AIDP), and Supported Child Care (SCC) represents a  

major policy shift in the use of always scarce dollars, yet your ministry has done this without 

apparent consultation with affected groups. Further we question whether depriving families of 

the proven EIBI program, to give them instead an amount of money insufficient to purchase 

similarly effective programs, while simultaneously spending $20 million on a building with no 

funded programs, meets the goal of equitable and effective service delivery. 



 

The Provincial Advisor Offices for IDP, AIDP and SSC, rather than representing a needless level 

of bureaucracy, provide the research, training, mentoring and crucial connection between 

families, that are integral to the successful development of children across the province. These 

critical services are presently provided by extremely knowledgeable staff. To lose their expertise, 

or in any way dilute the essential roles these advisors play in the lives of children and families, 

would clearly be false economy. 

 

FamilyNet is greatly concerned about further cuts within MCFD and to CLBC. We remain 

concerned about the large number of children who receive no funding whatsoever. At a time 

when $14 billion can be found for capital stimulus projects, surely the amounts needed for long 

term investment in people can also be found. 

 

FamilyNet is asking you to reconsider the funding cuts to the EIBI and Provincial Advisory 

Offices, to fund all programs adequately for success, and to consult with the Community Living 

and Autism communities before making policy and allocation decisions. Our organization 

remains ready to discuss any of these issues with you further. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Maria Squance, Vice President BC FamilyNet 

for Anita Dadson, President 


